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Princes to join such a scheme, introduced an entirely new
feature into the discussion, and was welcomed by the Imperial
Government. Most of the leading Indian nominees of
British India had, however, hoped that the Conference
would proceed to evolve a scheme based on Lord Irwin's
assurance of " Dominion Status " for India, with such
temporary safeguards as would be necessary. But any
attempt to insist on the expression t( Dominion Status " as
the basis for discussion would have created an impasse at
the very outset of the Conference. Amid cheers for the ideal
of an All-India Federation and protestations against a
" Dominion Status Constitution " the Conference began its
work.
The unanimity of the Indian delegates on the question
of an All-India Federation came as a surprise to the British
statesmen. But the reason for this was obvious. The
Indian politicians felt that the grant of provincial autonomy
without responsibility at the Centre would be a sham, and
that through a Federal Constitution it might be possible for
them to secure responsible self-government and central
responsibility, eventually leading to the status now enjoyed
by the Dominions. They persuaded themselves that the
alliance of the Indian Princes would greatly strengthen
India's claim to self-government and would be of substantial
help in striking bargains.
The British delegates, on the other hand, saw some
advantage in gaining time in making the final decision in
regard to the new Constitution for India. They, too, realized
that the process of adjustment would allow greater scope
for bargaining. Although the Federal picture appeared so
attractive, the representatives of the Conservative Party
were not prepared to commit themselves to any plan unless
and until its details were clearly drawn. The British
delegates as a body gave a cordial welcome to the proposal
and " found, so to speak, better cards in their hands than
they had expected." *
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